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5324:  Social Problems/Spring Qtr 2008                                                        

Syllabus, Parts I & II

Dr. Dale V. Wayman                                                              
                               


Central Ohio Technical College

Public Service Technologies

Spring, 2007
March 24-June 8
Syllabus Part I

Course Title: Social Problems       

Course No.: 5324-XA
Meeting Time:  Tuesday & Thursday Noon to 1:50 pm
Credit Hours: 4      Contact Hours: 4

Instructor: Dale V. Wayman, PhD, LSW, LICDC, LPCC-S
Telephone: 295-6297 (text message and voice mail will work)
Email: dwayman@cotc.edu & dale@drwayman.com  
Course Description: In this course, a variety of selected social problems in contemporary society are studied.  Special emphasis is given to the analysis of the problems and evaluation of potential solutions. Social problems to be covered will include both micro-level and macro-level social issues. Prerequisites: A grade of C or better in 5280 or by permission of the Academic Director or Instructor.

Required Text: Kendall, D. (2004). Social problems (3rd ed.)  Boston:  Allyn and Bacon. 

General Policies:  
1.  Attendance is expected for every class session.  Participation in class is also encouraged.  Students are responsible for all assigned reading.  The instructor does not give out notes from missed lectures.  

2.  Only students taking an exam on the indicated date will be allowed to earn full points.  Make-up exams and quizzes will be allowed only at the discretion of the instructor and arrangements must be made within 24 hours of the missed exam or quiz.  Late papers will be penalized at a rate of 4 points for each calendar day.  They will not be accepted more than one week after due date.

3.  Your behavior in the classroom should reflect respect for the rights of your classmates and be conducive to an atmosphere of learning.  You are responsible for what you achieve in this class: therefore, cheating and plagiarism are not tolerated.

4.  It is the policy of this instructor as well as of COTC that papers and reports be completed in a professional manner: that is, with correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation.  No student may earn the grade of A on the assignment if it is not done in a professional manner.  

5.  It is recommended that any student with a documented disability, which may require special accommodations, should self-identify to the instructor as early as possible in order to receive effective and timely accommodations. 

6.  As part of COTC’s campus-wide assessment initiatives, samples of student performance such as test results, projects, papers, etc. may be used.  The data gathered will not identify individual 
students and is not related to the student’s grade for the course, but will be used to improve student learning at COTC

Grading criteria will be as follows:  
3 Examinations (100 pts each)
300 pts.

Final Examination


200 pts.

Paper 




100 pts.
600 pts total
A
558 – 600

A-
540 – 557

B
522 – 539

B-
480 – 521

C+
456 – 479

C
426 – 455

C-
414 – 425

D+
402 – 413

D
378 – 401

D -
360 – 377

F
0 – 359

Withdrawal: Students enrolled in regular quarter courses should check the Official College Calendar or the Quarter Important Dates listing on the COTC Web Page for last date to withdraw from this class. Students enrolled in the flexibly scheduled courses should check with the Office of Student Records for the last date to withdraw from the flexibly scheduled course.

Course Calendar:

This is a tentative schedule.  It is your responsibility to keep current.  Exam material will be confirmed the lecture class prior to the exam.  

3/25
Intro and notes

3/27     Chapter 1


4/1    
Chapter 2
4/3
Chapter 3
4/8  
Chapter 4
4/10     Chapter 5    

4/15      Exam #1   (Chapters 1 thru 5)
4/17     Chapter 7


4/22 
Chapter 8
4/24
Chapter 9
5/29
Chapter 10
5/1 
Chapter 11
5/6        Chapter 12
5/8
Exam #2  (Chapters 7 thru 12)
5/13 
Chapter 13

5/15  
Chapter 14



5/20
Chapter 15
5/22
Chapter 16   
5/27
Chapters 17  & 18
5/29
Exam #3 (Chapters 13 thru 18)
6/4       Paper due, final exam preparation
6/6       Final exam (comprehensive)

Paper 

4-6 pages typed.  This is a research paper, and must follow proper style.

You must use at least 3 different sources for your information.

Please include a reference page.

1) Choose a social problem of interest to you.   

2) Research the problem to gather recent information about it (from the past 5 years). 

3) Research any possible solutions that are being attempted to alleviate or reduce the problem.  

4) Express your opinion about the problem and possible solutions that are being tried, or should be attempted.

As part of COTC’s campus-wide assessment initiatives (quality assurance program), sample of student performance such as test results, projects, papers, etc, may be used. The data gathered will not identify individual students and is not related to the student’s grade for the course, but will be used to improve student learning at COTC.

Disability Statement:  Any student with a documented disability, which may require special accommodation, should self-identify to the instructor as early as possible in order to receive effective and timely accommodations.

CENTRAL OHIO TECHNICAL COLLEGE

PUBLIC SERVICE TECHNOLOGIES

SYLLABUS PART II

Course Number:

5324

Course Title:


Social Problems

Course Description:

In this course, a variety of selected social problems in contemporary society are studied.  Special emphasis is given to the analysis of the problems and evaluation of potential solutions. Social problems to be covered will include both micro-level and macro-level social issues. Prerequisites: A grade of C or better in 5280 or by permission of the Academic Director or Instructor.

Course Goals:

1.00 Explain the process in defining a social problem. 

2.00 Explain and apply the basic sociological theories to each social problem addressed in class.

3.00 Analyze current social problems and evaluate solutions related to gender and sexuality. 

4.00 Analyze current social problems and evaluate solutions related to crime and violence.

5.00 Analyze current social problems and evaluate solutions related to urban areas.

6.00 Analyze current social problems and evaluate solutions related to global social issues.

7.00 Analyze current social problems and evaluate solutions related to politics and the economy.

Student Performance Objectives:

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:

1.00
Explain the process in defining a social problem.

1.01
Define social problem.

1.02
Explain subjective awareness and objective reality as they are used in 

defining a social problem.

2.00
Explain and apply the basic sociological theories to each social problem addressed

in class.

2.01
Explain and apply the interactionist perspective.

2.02
Explain and apply the functionalist perspective.

2.03
Explain and apply the conflict perspective.

3.00
Analyze current social problems and evaluate solutions related to gender and

sexuality.

3.01
Explain the interaction, functionalist, and conflict perspectives and how they

apply to social problems related to gender and sexuality.

3.02
Describe the issues related to discrimination based on sexual orientation.

3.03
Define and describe prostitution as a social problem.

3.04
Define and describe pornography as a social problem.

3.05
Describe the issues related to gender inequality.

3.06
Explain possible solutions for social problems related to gender and 

sexuality.

3.07
Describe additional social problems and solutions related to gender and

sexuality addressed in class.

4.00
Analyze current social problems and evaluate solutions related to crime and 

violence.

4.01
Explain the interaction, functionalist, and conflict perspectives as they apply

to social problems related to crime and violence.

4.02
Define and describe the types of crime and how they are components of 

social problems.

4.03
Discuss the controversy surrounding the issues of gun control as a social 

problem.

4.04
Explain possible solutions to crime and violence and its related problems.

4.05
Describe additional social problems and solutions related to crime and

violence addressed in class.

5.00
Analyze current social problems and evaluate solutions related to urban areas.

5.01
Explain the interaction, functionalist, and conflict perspectives as they

apply to social problems in urban areas.

5.02
Discuss the controversy surrounding the definition of homelessness.

5.03
Discuss precipitating factors of homelessness and current efforts to resolve

the problem.

5.04
Explain the problems of racial and ethnic segregation in urban areas.

5.05
Explain possible solutions for social problems in urban areas.

5.06
Describe additional social problems and solutions related to urban areas

addressed in class.

6.00
Analyze current social problems and evaluate solutions related to global social

problems.

6.01
Explain the interaction, functionalist, and conflict perspectives as they apply

to global social problems.

6.02
Define war and explain its possible causes.

6.03
Discuss the consequences of war.

6.04
Define terrorism as a global and domestic social problem.

6.05
Describe areas of Environmental concern.

6.06
Discuss the impact of the population growth on the environment.

6.07
Explain possible solutions attempted to address various global social 


problems.

6.08
Describe additional social problems and solutions addressed in class related

to global social problems.

7.00
Analyze current social problems and evaluate solutions related to politics and the

economy.

7.01
Explain the interaction, functionalist, and conflict perspectives as they apply

to social problems related to politics and the economy.

7.02
Describe the cyclical process of voter apathy in politics and its application.

7.03
Explain how the National Debt affects the local economy and impacts

social problems.

7.04
Explain the rights to educational access and its selective application.

7.05
Describe various problems in education including: illiteracy, inequity of

opportunity, and rising costs.

7.06
Describe past and current efforts to address problems related to politics

and the economy.

7.07
Describe additional social problems and solutions related to politics and

the economy addressed in class.







